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Conservation and 
Recreational Fishing 2022



Fishing and Boating in 2022
• 2019-2021: 50.4 million to 54.7 participants
• Overall fishing tackle sales grew by 17.1% in 

2021 vs 2020
• BEA: Boating and fishing the largest segment 

of the $684 billion outdoor recreation 
economy

• Anglers annually contribute $1.7 billion to 
conservation efforts.

• The challenge: Ensuring a good experience



Morris-Deal Report: A Vision for Managing 
America’s Saltwater Recreational Fisheries

• Establishing a national policy for 
recreational saltwater fishing 

• Adopting a revised approach to saltwater 
recreational fisheries management 

• Codifying a process for cooperative 
management 

• Conserving the forage base



Alternative 
Management

• Red Snapper
• South Atlantic reef fish
• Mid Atlantic flounder, scup, 

black sea bass, bluefish
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Cooperative 
Management

• Louisiana’s LA CREEL Program 
• Florida State Reef Fish Survey 
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Forage Fish

• Atlantic menhaden
• Gulf menhaden
• Forage Fish Conservation Act
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Challenges Ahead
 Striped Bass
 Forage Fish
Climate
Research and Science
 Infrastructure (IIJA)
Collaboration



REFLECTIONS SINCE THE 2018 SUMMIT 
AND THE PATH FORWARD









ENGAGEMENT





Clara Gosuk of Togiak 





VIRTUAL HABITAT WORKSHOPS

RECREATIONAL VIDEO SERIES

NATIONAL BOATING & FISHING WEEK

VIRTUAL ROUNDTABLES

AQUACULTURE SESSIONS

PHOTO CONTESTS



SOCIOECONOMICS



DATA COLLECTION



INNOVATIVE MANAGEMENT



CONSERVATION





COMMENTS & QUESTIONS
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