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STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
 
The Commission operates through a network of committees; some of which are standing 
committees to which the Chair appoints Commissioners (or proxies or others with appropriate 
expertise) and others to which membership is determined by each state.  A description of 
current committees follows. 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE   
The Executive Committee shall have full power to approve formal administrative policies of the 
Commission; to dismiss the Executive Director; to approve the formal position of the 
Commission on legislation; to provide for the orderly administration of the Commission’s 
affairs; and generally to act in place of the Commission in the interim between meetings.  The 
three Commissioners from each state shall caucus before the annual meeting to determine 
their representative on the Executive Committee for the coming year.  The Executive 
Committee is comprised of the Chair, the Vice Chair, the Chair of the Legislators, the Chair of 
the Governors' Appointees and the Chairs of the member states delegations not represented by 
the Chair or the Vice Chair. (Article IV, Section 2, Rules and Regulations)    
 

ADMINISTRATIVE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 
The Administrative Oversight Committee (AOC) was appointed by Chair Bill Hogarth in 1993 to 
provide guidance to the Executive Director on personnel, fiscal and organizational matters.  The 
minimum make-up of the AOC is: Commission Vice Chair (AOC Chair), Commission Chair, and a 
representative from each of the Legislators and Governors’ Appointees.  In addition, the 
Commission Chair may appoint additional Commissioners as members in order to provide full 
regional representation on the Committee (i.e., New England, Mid-Atlantic and South Atlantic.)  
The responsibilities of the AOC include, but are not limited to: (1) review of proposed budget 
(Spring); (2) review of annual audit (September); (3) review of human resources policies; (4) 
review of proposed new committees and/or changes to existing ones; (5) review and approve 
budget changes during the year; and (6) oversight on matters relating to Commission affairs 
that are not delegated to another committee.  The AOC reports to the Executive Committee.  
 

AWARDS COMMITTEE 
The Commission, through the work of the Awards Committee, annually recognizes outstanding 
individuals in the field of fisheries.  The David H. Hart Award is presented at the Commission’s 
Annual Meeting to an individual who has contributed to the betterment of the fisheries of the 
Atlantic coast through significant biological, legislative, enforcement or management activities.   
The Annual Awards of Excellence are presented at the Commission’s Spring Meeting, to 
individuals who have made highly significant contributions to the management and 
conservation of Atlantic coastal fisheries in each the following areas:  
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Scientific/Technical/Advisory; Congressional/Legislative; Law Enforcement; Management/Policy 
and Outreach/Advocacy.  Such contributions must be for work on conservation issues of 
interstate, i.e. regional or Atlantic coastwide importance. 
 

The Awards Committee is comprised of an Administrative Commissioner, a Legislative 
Commissioner, a Governor’s Appointee Commissioner, representatives of the Management & 
Science Committee and the Law Enforcement Committee, and the Commission Chair (ex-
officio). 
 

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 
The Legislative Committee reviews federal legislation of importance to the Commission and 
develops a recommended Commission position on pertinent bills and resolutions.  
Recommendations are then reviewed by the Executive Committee for approval or rejection, 
thereby, establishing the official Commission policy on pending federal legislation.  These 
official positions are then presented to the U.S. Congress upon request, normally in the form of 
hearing testimony or staff communications.   
 
Legislative Committee meetings are held at the Commission’s Spring and Annual (Fall) 
meetings.  Only ASMFC Commissioners in good standing are appointed to the Legislative 
Committee.  The Commission Chair determines size and membership of the Legislative 
Committee, with consideration given to the geographic and social diversity of the Commission.  
Appointments are made annually but can be amended at any time at the discretion of the 
Commission Chair.  Committee members are not restricted by term limits.  If a member of the 
Committee leaves the Commission, the Commission Chair will appoint a replacement member 
to the Legislative Committee.   (Please see “ASMFC’s Legislative Tracking Sheet” under Guiding 
Legislation later in this manual.) 
 

ISFMP POLICY BOARD 
The ISFMP Policy Board, comprised of the Commissioners from the fifteen member states and 
representatives of District of Columbia (DC), the Potomac River Fisheries Commission (PRFC), 
the National Marine Fisheries Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, oversees the 
Commission’s Interstate Fisheries Management Program and meets at least bi-annually to 
establish and monitor the direction of the program.   
 

ASSESSMENT SCIENCE COMMITTEE 
The ISFMP Policy Board appoints membership to the Assessment Science Committee, with 
nominations provided by the 15 state marine fishery agencies, the National Marine Fisheries 
Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services. Individuals are nominated based on their stock 
assessment and population dynamics expertise.  Agencies may nominate personnel that require 
some training prior to official appointment as a committee member.  The ISFMP Policy Board 
reviews all nominations and appoints members to the ASC based on expertise, as opposed to 
agency representation. The ASC membership is kept to a maximum of 25 members and periodic 
rotation is considered. 
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MANAGEMENT AND SCIENCE COMMITTEE 
The Management & Science Committee (MSC) consists of 19 members, one from each of the 15 
member states, two from the National Marine Fisheries Service (one each from the Northeast 
and Southeast Regions), and two from the Fish and Wildlife Service (one each from Regions 4 
and 5).  The state members are senior scientists within their individual organizations, 
representing the level between biologists and administrators.  Thus, members possess a high 
level of scientific expertise along with extensive experience in practical fisheries management.  
A Chair is elected annually.  The MSC reports to the Commission's Executive Committee, the 
ISFMP Policy Board or other Commission bodies depending on the issue. 
 

HABITAT COMMITTEE 
The Habitat Committee, under the direction of the ISFMP Policy Board, is a standing ASMFC 
Committee that conducts the activities of the Habitat Program, with the assistance of the 
Habitat Coordinator. According to the ISFMP Charter (2003), the purpose of the Habitat 
Committee is to review, research, and develop appropriate response to concerns of 
inadequate, damaged, or insufficient habitat for Atlantic coastal species of concern to the 
ASMFC. The Committee meets at least bi-annually – usually twice at Commission scheduled 
meeting weeks and often once independently. The Habitat Committee operates under the 
principle of consensus agreement.  
 

The Habitat Committee Chair and Vice-Chair each serve a term of two years in their respective 
positions to coincide with the Commission Chair’s term. Membership generally includes a 
representative from each member state, although this representative may not be a current 
ASMFC Commissioner. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and NOAA Fisheries are each allowed 
two seats on the Habitat Committee, while the following federal agencies are allowed one seat 
each: National Ocean Service, Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. Geological Survey, and 
the Army Corps of Engineers. In addition, two seats shall be available on the Habitat Committee 
for members from non-governmental organizations (NGO).  
 

LAW ENFORCEMENT COMMITTEE 
The Law Enforcement Committee's goal is to integrate law enforcement more fully into the 
decisions of the Commission.  The Committee provides information requested by the 
Commission on law enforcement issues, brings resolutions before the Commission addressing 
enforcement concerns, coordinates law enforcement among the states, exchanges data, and 
identifies potential problems.  A law enforcement officer from each of the member states, as 
well as the National Marine Fisheries Service, U.S. Coast Guard and the US Fish & Wildlife 
Service serves on this committee. 
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ADVISORY PANEL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 
Based upon the recommendation of the Legislators and Governors’ Appointees (LGAs), the 
Advisory Panel Oversight Committee was established in February 2002 by the ISFMP Policy 
Board to provide leadership and guidance to the Commission’s advisory panel process. Its 
membership is composed of two state directors, a subset of LGAs, and two members of active 
advisory panels (preferably the chairs of those panels). 
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