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MEMORANDUM 

ASMFC Vision: Sustainably Managing Atlantic Coastal Fisheries    M14-102 

October 22, 2014  

To: Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass Management Board 

From:    Kirby Rootes-Murdy, FMP Coordinator 

RE:  Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass Recreational Harvest Update 
through Wave 4  

NOAA’s Marine Recreational Information Program (MRIP) released 2014 preliminary harvest 
estimates through Wave (W) 4 (January 1-August 30) for summer flounder, scup, and black 
sea bass. The data will be the basis for the discussion at the board meeting next week in 
Mystic, Connecticut.  

Summer Flounder  
Tables 1 and 2 provide updates of coastwide 2014 summer flounder preliminary harvest estimates 
relative to 2013 (W 1-4). Harvest in numbers of fish is down approximately 3.2% at 2,421,720 fish 
compared to 2,501,639 fish in 2013. The 2014 recreational harvest limit (RHL) is 7.01 million 
pounds or approximately 2,421,720 fish, approximately 89% of which has already been harvested. 

Table 1. 2014 preliminary coastwide MRIP recreational harvest estimates (A+B1) for summer 
flounder (in numbers of fish). 

Table 2. 2014 preliminary coastwide MRIP recreational harvest estimates (A+B1) for summer 
flounder (in pounds). 

In February 2014, the Board approved the use of adaptive regional management measures for 
recreational summer flounder fishery (Table 3). In using this approach, regions crafted similar 
management measures, that when combined with other regions, would constrain the coastwide 
harvest to the RHL. Table 4 provides preliminary estimates of regional harvest through Wave 4, 
as well as the percentage harvested relative to the technical committee projected 2014 
regional harvests presented in February 2014.  

2013 2,188,967 2,501,639 87.50%

2014 2,173,374 2,421,720 89.75%

Percent 
Change 

‐0.7 ‐3.2 2.6

RHL Percent of RHLYear
Harvest through 

wave 4

2013 6,385,063 7.63 83.68%

2014 6,654,758 7.01 94.93%
Percent 
Change 

4.2 ‐8.1 13.4

Year
Harvest through 

wave 4
RHL       

(millions of lbs)
Percent of RHL
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Table 3. 2014 Summer flounder recreational regional management measures 

State 
Minimum Size 

(inches) 
Possession Limit Open Season 

Massachusetts 16 5 fish May 22-September 30 
Rhode Island 18 8 fish May 1-December 31 
Connecticut 18

5 fish May 17- September 21 CT Shore Program 
(45 designed shore 
sites) 

16 

New York 18 5 fish May 17- September 21 
New Jersey 18 5 fish May 23- September 27 
NJ pilot shore 
program 1 site 

16 2 fish 
Tentatively 

May 23-September 27 
Delaware 16 4 fish January 1- December 31 
Maryland 16 4 fish January 1- December 31 
PRFC 16 4 fish January 1- December 31 
Virginia 16 4 fish January 1- December 31 
North Carolina 15 6 fish January 1- December 31 

Table 4. 2014 preliminary MRIP recreational harvest (A+B1) estimates through Wave 4 for 
summer flounder (in numbers of fish) by region. 

Scup 
Table 5. 2014 preliminary MRIP recreational harvest (A+B1) estimates through Wave 4 for scup (in 
numbers of fish). 

*Proportional standard error (PSE) higher than 50, indicating a very imprecise estimate

Black Sea Bass   
Tables 6 and 7 provide 2014 black sea bass preliminary harvest estimates by state relative to 
2013 (W 1-4). Coastwide harvest in numbers of fish has increased approximately 42% at 
1,198,238 fish compared to 846,892 fish in 2013. The 2014 RHL is 2.26 million pounds 

Preliminary 
regional total 

(W 1‐4)
113,993 181,368 24,215

RHODE 
ISLAND

MASSACHUSETTS

32,936 126,724

1,634,525

Regions

52.7143.1346.1

219,273

Projected 
regional Total  1,793,823 312,110

NORTH 
CAROLINA

DELAWARE‐VIRGINIACONNECTICUT‐NEW JERSEY

 Harvest as 
percent of 
projected 

total

91.1

45,936

70.3

2013 1,729,650 515,844 347,976 679,229 318* 0 1,243 375* 3,274,635

2014 1,126,207 682,149 244,579 800,055 0 145* 0 419* 2,853,554

Percent 
Change 

‐34.9 32.2 ‐29.7 17.8 ‐100.0 ‐ ‐100.0 11.7 ‐12.9

NEW 

YORK
NEW 

JERSEY
NORTH 

CAROLINA
Grand 
Total

DELAWARE VIRGINIAYear MASSACHUSETTS
RHODE 
ISLAND

CONNECTICUT
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or approximately 1,170,984 fish. Harvest estimates through wave 4 has exceeded the RHL by 
2%. All states current recreational regulations allow for the continued harvest of black sea bass 
(season closures vary by state from September 21 to December 31, see Table 8). Table 9 
provides a comparison of the harvest estimates by region. 

Table 6. 2014 preliminary MRIP recreational harvest (A+B1) estimates through Wave 4 for black sea bass (in 
numbers of fish). 

Table 7. 2014 preliminary MRIP recreational harvest (A+B1) estimates through Wave 4 for black sea bass (in 
pounds). 

Table 8. 2014 Black sea bass state-by-state recreational management measures  

State 
Minimum Size 

(inches) 
Possession Limit Open Season 

New Hampshire 13 10 fish January 1-December 31 

Massachusetts 14 8 fish May 17-September 15 

MA For-Hire vessels with DMF 
Letter of Authorization 

14 
8 fish May 17-May 31 

20 fish September 1-September 30 

Rhode Island 13 
3 fish June 29- August 31 
7 fish September 1-December 31 

Connecticut (Private & Shore) 13 
3 fish June 21-August 31 
8 fish September 1-December 31 

CT Authorized Party/Charter 
Monitoring Program Vessels 

13 8 fish 
June 21-December 31 

New York 13 8 fish July 15-December 31 

New Jersey 12.5 
3 fish July 1-August 31 

15 fish 
May 19-June 30; September 1- 6; 

October 18-December 31 

Delaware 12.5 15 fish 
May 19-September 21; 

October 18-December 31 

Maryland 12.5 15 fish 
May 19-September 21; 

October 18-December 31 

Virginia 12.5 15 fish 
May 19-September 21; 

October 18-December 31 

North Carolina, North of Cape 
Hatteras (N of 35° 15’N) 

12.5 15 fish 
May 19-September 21; 

October 18-December 31 

Year MASSACHUSETTS
RHODE 
ISLAND

CONNECTICUT NEW YORK
NEW 

JERSEY
DELAWARE MARYLAND VIRGINIA

NORTH 
CAROLINA

Coastwide 
Harvest 

2013 177,312 45,285 96,490 247,725 228,257 22,277 8,197 12,310 9,039 846,892

2014 331,082 108,329 163,030 267,387 311,394 11,721 349 4,339 607 1,198,238

Percent 
Change 

86.7 139.2 69.0 7.9 36.4 ‐47.4 ‐95.7 ‐64.8 ‐93.3 41.5

Year MASSACHUSETTS
RHODE 
ISLAND

CONNECTICUT NEW YORK
NEW 

JERSEY
DELAWARE MARYLAND VIRGINIA

NORTH 
CAROLINA

Coastwide 
Harvest 

2013 411,201 96,147 232,709 535,503 332,348 26,710 10,834 19,544 17,443 1,682,439

2014 866,409 210,449 244,222 529,908 435,008 16,070 466 5,759 455 2,308,746

Percent 
Change 

110.7 118.9 4.9 ‐1.0 30.9 ‐39.8 ‐95.7 ‐70.5 ‐97.4 37.2
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Table 9. 2014 preliminary MRIP recreational harvest (A+B1) 
estimates through Wave 4 for black sea bass (in numbers of fish) 
by region. 

2013 795,069 51,823 846,892

2014 1,181,222 17,016 1,198,238

Percent 
Change 

48.6 ‐67.2 41.5

Northern Region 
(MA‐NJ)

Southern Region  
(DE‐NC)

Year 
Coastwide 
Harvest
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MEMORANDUM 

 

M14-100 

Vision: Sustainably Managing Atlantic Coastal Fisheries 

October 20, 2014 

To: Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass Management Board 

From: Tina Berger, Director of Communications 

RE:  Advisory Panel Nominations 

Please find attached several new nominations to the combined Advisory Panel for Summer 
Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass. They are: 

Rhode Island 
Michael Plaia, recreational/commercial/for-hire, targeting all 3 species 
Frank Blount, Jr., recreational/commercial/for-hire, targeting all 3 species 
Michael Hall, a commercial offshore trawler, targeting all 3 species 
Aaron Gewirtz, a commercial inshore gillnetter, targeting all 3 species 
Travis Barao, a recreational angler targeting summer flounder and black sea bass 

Connecticut 
Kyle Douton, a tackle shop owner and for-hire operator  

Delaware 
P. Wes Townsend, a commercial pot fisherman, targeting black sea bass 
Clark Evans, a recreational angler and bait and tackle owner, targeting summer flounder 
Michael Hynson, a recreational angler, targeting all 3 species 

Maryland 
John Martin, a dealer/processor 
Allen “Buddy” Seigel, a recreational angler, targeting summer flounder and black sea bass 

Virginia 
Steven Wray, a bait and tackle owner and for-hire operator, targeting summer flounder and black 
sea bass 
Meade Amory, a commercial trawler, targeting all 3 species 
Dr. Ken Neill, a recreational angler, targeting all 3 species 

North Carolina 
Michael “Jimbo” Ireland, a commercial offshore trawler, targeting all 3 species 

In addition to the new nominees, several states/jurisdictions have confirmed the appointment of 
longstanding AP members. Those names are provided in the attached. All highlighted names 
await confirmation or replacement by the states/jurisdictions.  
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Regarding nontraditional stakeholders, staff recommends maintaining Michael Fedosh and 
Roman Jesien as AP representatives based on their continued interest and active participation in 
our AP process.   

Please review these nominations for action at the next Board meeting. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact me at (703) 842-0749 or tberger@asmfc.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enc. 
 
cc: Kirby Rootes-Murdy 

   



Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass Advisory Panel Representation (Updated as of 10.22.2014)
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Comission AP Mid Atlantic Fisheries Management Council AP

State Members Members

MA  Willy Hatch ‐ commercial

MA
MA
RI  Michael Plaia  ‐ (rec/comm/for‐hire; targets all 3 species)
RI  Frank W. Blount, Jr. (rec/comm/for‐hire; targets all 3 species)
RI  Michael Hall (comm trawl offshore; targets all 3 species)
RI  Aaron Gewirtz (comm gillnet inshore; targets all 3 species)
RI  Travis Barao (rec; targets SF and BSB)
CT  John (Jack) Conway (rec; targets SF)

CT  Kyle Douton (for‐hire/tackle shop owner; targets all 3 species)
NY Bob Busby (party/charter; targets SF) Joseph Sciabarra ‐ processor/marketer

NY Steven Witthuhn ‐ for‐hire

NY
NY 
NY 
NY 
NY 
NJ
NJ
NJ  Robert Meimbresse (for‐hire; targets SF) Carl Benson ‐ commercial

NJ  Bill Shillingford (recreational) Joan Berko ‐ commercial

NJ James Cicchitti ‐ recreational/for‐hire

NJ Adam Nowalsky ‐ for‐hire

NJ Thomas Siciliano ‐ recreational

DE  P. Wes Townsend (comm/pot; targets BSB)
DE  Clark Evans (rec bait/tackle; targets SF)
DE  Michael P. Hynson, III (rec; targets all 3 species)
MD  Victor Bunting Jr. (for‐hire; targets BSB) Monty Hawkins ‐ for‐hire

MD John R. Martin (dealer/processor)
MD Allen “Buddy” Seigel (rec; targets SF and BSB)
VA Mark Hodges (comm/pot; targets BSB) Robert Allen ‐ recreational

Greg DiDomenico (commercial offshore; targets all 3 

John Richy (recreational; targets scup)  

John Goncharuk (commercial; targets SF and BSB)

Paul Risi (party/charter; targets SF)

James R. Lovgren (comm; targets all 3 species)

Rodney Avila‐(comm./offshore; targets both scup/sf)

Joseph Huckemeyer (party/charter; targets both scup/sf)

James Tietje  ‐(charterboat; targets both scup and BSB)

Paul Forsberg (party/charter; targets scup) 

Mark Hoffman  (recreaƟonal; targets BSB)
John Davi (commercial trap & trawl; targets scup)

Rick Bellavance  ‐ For Hire
A. Ross Pearsall ‐ proce



VA Steven Wray (for‐hire/bait & tackle; targets SF & BSB) Harry Doernte ‐ commercial

VA C. Meade Amory (comm trawl; targets all 3 species)
VA  Dr. Ken Neill, III (rec; targets all 3 species) Denny Dobbins ‐ for‐hire

VA  Skip Feller ‐ for‐hire

NC  Michael “Jimbo” Ireland (comm trawl offshore; targets all 3 specieJames Fletcher ‐ commercial org

PRFC John Dean (comm; targets SF)

PRFC Dandridge C. Crabbe (charterboat; targets SF)

ASMFC Nontraditional SMichael S. Fedosh (varied background; SF interest)

ASMFC Nontraditional SMichelle Doran McBean (habitat; SF interest)

ASMFC Nontraditional SHoward Rothweiler (sport diver; BSB interest)
ASMFC Nontraditional SRoman Jesien (habitat; BSB interest)

Bolded names await Board review and 
approval

Highlighted names await confirmation or 
Serves on Both MAFMC & ASMFC Advisory 

Panels

ASMFC AP Reps (Total Count)= 35

MAFMC AP Reps (Total Count)= 18



Summer Flounder, Scup and Black Sea Bass Advisory Panel 
 
Bolded names await Board review and approval 
Highlighted names await confirmation or replacement by state delegations 

10/20/2014 
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Maine 
 
New Hampshire 
 
Massachusetts  
Rodney Avila (comm./offshore; targets both 
scup/sf) 
369 Belair Street 
New Bedford, MA 02745 
Phone: (508) 998-1659 
rodavila@comcast.net 
Appt. Confirmed 5/9/07 

- Never attended a meeting 
 
Joseph Huckemeyer (party/charter; targets both 
scup/sf) 
137 Pleasnat Street 
Hyannis, MA 02601 
Phone (day): (508)790-0660 
Phone (eve): (508)428-4029 
FAX: (508)790-1321 
Email: Joseph@cape.com 
Appt. Confirmed 5/9/07 

- Good attendance  
 
James Tietje (charterboat; targets both scup and 
BSB) 
227 Clinton Avenue. 
Falmouth, MA  02540 
Phone (day):  (508)548-2626 
FAX:  (508)548-1569 
Email:  patriottoo@aol.com 
Appt. Confirmed 5/30/96 
Appt. Reconfirmed 9/15/00 
Appt. Reconfirmed: 3/20/07 

- Good attendance; would like to remain 
on panel 

 
Rhode Island 
Michael C. Plaia (rec/comm/for-hire; targets 
all 3 species) 
119 Currituck Road 
Newtown, CT 06470 
Phone:  203.512.4280 
Makomike333@yahoo.com 
 

Frank W. Blount, Jr. (rec/comm/for-hire; 
targets all 3 species) 
390 Bridgetown Road 
Saunderstown, RI 02874 
Phone (day): 401.783.4988 
Phone (eve): 401.789.2374 
FAX: 401.782.8520 
francesflt@aol.com 
 
Michael Hall (comm trawl offshore; targets 
all 3 species) 
30 Old Richmond Townhouse Road 
Carolina, RI 02812 
Phone: 401.742.1353 
Mikecaptn1@cox.net 
 
Aaron Gewirtz (comm gillnet inshore; targets 
all 3 species) 
360 Pine Hill Road 
Wakefield, RI 02879 
Phone: 401.218.5764 
NBF05@verizon.net 
 
Travis Barao (rec; targets SF and BSB) 
15 Gibbs Street 
Rumford, RI 02916 
Phone (day): 401.301.7944 
Phone (eve): 401.270.7161 
travisbarao@gmail.com 
 
Connecticut 
John (Jack) Conway (rec; targets SF) 
34 Edward Road 
North Branford, CT 06471 
Email:  JConway@sikorsky.com 
Appt. Reconfirmed 9/14 
Appt. Reconfirmed 10/17/14 
  
Kyle Douton (for-hire/tackle shop owner; 
targets all 3 species) 
5 Rockwell Street 
Niantic, CT 06357 
Phone (day): (860)739-7419 
Phone (eve): (860)739-8899 
FAX: (860)739-9208 
kyle@jbtackle.com 
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New York  
Bob Busby (party/charter; targets SF) 
375 Burtis Place 
PO Box 129 
Peconic, NY 11958 
Phone: (631)765-1768 
Email: Rbusby@optonline.net 
Appt. Confirmed 5/9/07 
Appt. Reconfirmed 10/17/14 
 
Paul Forsberg (party/charter; targets scup)  
1133 Marina Drive 
Tarpon Springs FL 34689   
Email: Orlareville@yahoo.com 
Appt. Confirmed 5/9/07 

- Lives in FL part-time; has active for-
hire business in NY 

- Good attendance 
 

Mark K. Hoffman (recreational; targets BSB) 
140-A Union Avenue 
Lynbrook, NY 11563 
Phone: (516)887-8202 
Phone (cell): (516)244-2146 
FAX: (516)887-8113 
MKHoffman@optonline.net 
Appt. Confirmed 5/9/07 

- Good attendance; would like to remain 
on the panel 

 
John Davi (commercial trap & trawl; targets 
scup) 
118 Crystal Brook Hollow Road 
Port Jefferson Station, NY  11776-2030 
Phone (day): (631)300-8527 
Phone (eve): (631)331-6551 
Email: CaptJohn63@yahoo.com 
Appt. Confirmed 5/9/07 

- Never attended a meeting 
 
John Richy (recreational; targets scup)   
Home:  4 Bradshaw Lane 
   Northport NY 11768 
Work: Terminal Tackle, Inc. 
 120 Main St 
 Kings Park, NY 11757 
Email: hooks@terminaltackleco.com 
Appt. Confirmed 5/9/07 

- Never attended a meeting 
 

John Goncharuk (commercial; targets SF and 
BSB) 
39 Cranford Boulevard 
Mastic, NY 11950 
Phone: (516)281-8390 
Appt. Confirmed 5/9/07 

- Never attended a meeting 
 
New Jersey  
James R. Lovgren (comm; targets all 3 species) 
17 Laurelhurst Drive 
Bricktown, NJ  08724 
Phone (day):  (732-899-1872 
Phone (eve):  (732)840-9560 
FAX:  (732)840-4496 
Appt. Reconfirmed 10/14 
 
Greg DiDomenico (commercial offshore; targets 
all 3 species) 
1636 Delaware Avenue 
Cape May, NJ 08204 
Phone: (609)675-0202 
FAX: (609)898-6070 
Email: gregdi@voicenet.com 
Appt. Reconfirmed 10/14 
 
Robert Meimbresse (for-hire; targets SF) 
179 Mudjekeewis Trail 
Medford Lakes, NJ 08055 
Appt. Confirmed 5/9/07 
Email: Captbob626@comcast.net 
Appt. Reconfirmed 10/14 
 
Bill Shillingford (recreational) 
20 Pinewood Court 
Swainton, NJ 08210 
Phone: (609)287-4689 
Appt. Confirmed 5/9/07 
Email: BUCKTAIL8@aol.com 
Appt. Reconfirmed 10/14 
 
Delaware 
P. Wes Townsend (comm/pot; targets BSB 
PO Box 207 
Dagsboro, DE 19939 
Phone: 302.542.1150 
Pakafish1@yahoo.com 
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Clark Evans (rec bait/tackle; targets SF) 
406 Salt pond Road 
Bethany Beach, DE 19930 
Phone (day): 302.381.3859 
Phone (eve): 302.539.1224 
FAX: 302.227.1490 
clark@oldinlet.com 
 
Michael P. Hynson, III (rec; targets all 3 
species) 
13 Wicklow Road 
Bear, DE 19701 
Phone: 302.893.3507 
FAX: 302.221.5620 
phynson@dbs4pos.com 
 
Maryland 
Victor Bunting Jr. (for-hire; targets BSB) 
11123 Bell Road 
Whaleyville, MD 21872 
Phone: 443.614.6484 
Victorbunting@rocketmail.com  
Appt. Confirmed 5/9/07 
Appt. Reconfirmed 10/17/14 
 
John R. Martin (dealer/processor) 
106 North Church Street 
Snow Hill, MD 21863 
Phone: 443.365.3113 
FAX: 410.213.1442 
johnr@martinfishco.com 
 
Allen “Buddy” Seigel (rec; targets SF and 
BSB) 
1091 Ocean Parkway  
Berlin, MD 21811 
Phone (day): 443.340.2833 
Phone (eve): 410.208. 3887 
buddyscrn@gmail.com 
 
Virginia 
Mark Hodges (comm/pot; targets BSB) 
2456 Bullock Trail 
Virginia Beach, VA 23454-5219 
Phone: (757) 463-5475 
Email: mhodges@cox.net 
Appt. Confirmed 5/9/07 
Appt. Reconfirmed 10/17/14 
 

Steven Wray (for-hire/bait & tackle; targets 
SF & BSB) 
2109 West Great Neck Road, Suite 100 
Virginia Beach, VA 23451 
Phone: 757.237.7517 
FAX: 757.481.4925 
captstve@yahoo.com 
 
C. Meade Amory (comm trawl; targets all 3 
species) 
101 South King Street 
Hampton, VA 23669 
Phone (day): 757.722.1915 
Phone (eve): 757.876.6466 
FAX: 757.723.1184 
meade@amoryseafood.com 
 
Dr. Ken Neill, III (rec; targets all 3 species) 
117 Kenneth Drive 
Seaford, VA 23696 
Phone (day): 757.898.6832 
Phone (eve): 757.890.2711 
FAX: 757.890.0200 
jackcrevelle@msn.com 
 
 
North Carolina 
Michael “Jimbo” Ireland (comm trawl 
offshore; targets all 3 species) 
799 Ruth Drive  
P.O Box 518 
Aurora, NC 27806 
Phone: 252.671.3621 
FAX: 252.322.5695 
Scalloper55@embarqmail.com 
 
PRFC  
John Dean (comm; targets SF) 
49925 Hays Beach Road 
Scotland, MD  20687 
Phone:  301.904.8078 
Appt. Confirmed:  11/25/96 
Appt. Reconfirmed 7/26/00 
Appt. Reconfirmed 2/07 
Appt. Reconfirmed 10/17/14 
 
Dandridge C. Crabbe (charterboat; targets SF) 
51 Railway Drive 
Heathsville, VA 22473 
Phone: 804.453.3251 
Email: dcrabbe@crosslink.net 
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Appt. Confirmed 12/11/01 
Appt. Reconfirmed 2/07 
Appt. Reconfirmed 10/17/14 
 
Nontraditional Stakeholders 
Michael S. Fedosh (varied background; SF 
interest) 
3 Church Street 
Middletown, NJ 07748 
Phone (day): (732)739-6444 
Phone (eve): (732)671-8810 
Email:  mfedosh@accutechenvironmental.com  
Appt. Confirmed 1/31/07 

- Good attendance  
 
Michelle Doran McBean (habitat; SF interest) 
Elizabeth River/Arthur Kill Watershed 
Association 
1045 East Jersey Street 
Elizabeth, NJ 07201 
Phone (day): 908/659-0689 
Phone (cell): 908/230-9126 
FAX: 908/353-1511 
Email: erakwatershed@yahoo.com 
Appt. Confirmed 1/31/07 

- ’08 last meeting attended 
 
Howard Rothweiler (sport diver; BSB interest) 
99 15th Street 
Toms River, NJ 08753 
Phone (day): (732)984-6004 
Phone (eve): (732)255-2865 
Howardr35@aol.com 
Appt. Confirmed 1/31/07 

- ’07 last meeting attended 
 
Roman Jesien (habitat; BSB interest) 
MD Coastal Bays Program  
9919 Stephen Decatur Highway, Suite 4 
Ocean City, MD  21842 
Phone (day): 410-213-2297 
Phone (evening): 410-228-5193 
science@mdcoastalbays.org 
Appt. Confirmed 1/31/07 

- Good attendance  
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