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DRAFT Agenda 
 

The times listed are approximate; the order in which these items will be taken is subject to change; 
other items may be added as necessary.  

 
 
1. Welcome/Call to Order (D. Simpson)   10:45 a.m.            

2. Board Consent   10:45 a.m.  
• Approval of Agenda 
• Approval of Proceedings from February 9, 2012 

 
3. Public Comment   10:50 a.m. 

4. Elect Vice Chair Action   11:00 a.m. 
 

5. Transfer request from North Carolina to Georgia (D. Chesky) Action  11:05 a.m. 
 

6. Consider FMP Review and State Compliance (D. Chesky) Action  11:15 a.m. 
 

7. Horseshoe Crab Technical Committee Report on Tagging Program 11:25 a.m. 
(D. Chesky) Possible Action 
 

8. Update on ARM Framework Implementation Schedule (D. Chesky)  11:40 a.m. 

9. Other Business/Adjourn   11:45 a.m. 
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MEETING OVERVIEW 
 

Horseshoe Crab Management Board Meeting 
Thursday, May 3, 2012 
10:45 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. 

Alexandria, VA 
 

Chair: David Simpson (CT) 
Assumed Chairmanship: 5/12 

Horseshoe Crab  
Technical Committee  

Chair: Penny Howell (CT) 

Law Enforcement Committee 
Representative:  

Vacant 

Vice Chair: 
Vacant 

Horseshoe Crab  
Advisory Panel  

Chair: Dr. Jim Cooper (SC) 

Previous Board Meeting: 
February 9, 2012 

Shorebird Advisory Panel 
Chair: Dr. Sarah Karpanty (VA) 

Delaware Bay Ecosystem 
Technical Committee Chair: 

Jeff Brust (NJ) 
 

Voting Members: NH, MA, RI, CT, NY, NJ, DE, MD, DC, PRFC, VA, NC, SC, GA, FL, 
NMFS, USFWS (17 votes) 

 
2. Board Consent  

• Approval of Agenda 
• Approval of Proceedings from February 9, 2012 

 
3. Public Comment – At the beginning of the meeting public comment will be taken on items not 
on the agenda. Individuals that wish to speak at this time must sign-in at the beginning of the 
meeting. For agenda items that have already gone out for public hearing and/or have had a public 
comment period that has closed, the Board Chair may determine that additional public comment 
will not provide additional information. In this circumstance the Chair will not allow additional 
public comment on an issue. For agenda items that the public has not had a chance to provide 
input, the Board Chair may allow limited opportunity for comment. The Board Chair has the 
discretion to limit the number of speakers and/or the length of each comment.  

 

4. Elect Vice Chair (11:00-11:05 a.m.)  Action 
Background 
• Current Board Chair, Tom O’Connell (MD), term expired February 2012 
• Former Vice Chair, now Chair, is David Simpson (CT). 

Presentations 
• None. 

Board actions for consideration at this meeting 
• Elect Vice Chair. 

 

5. Transfer Request from North Carolina to Georgia (11:05-11:15 a.m.)  Action 
Background 
• For the 2011 fishing season, North Carolina surpassed its state quota by approximately 

3,040 crabs.  As a result, North Carolina requested a transfer of 3,500 crabs from Georgia 
to cover the overage (Briefing CD). 

• Per Addendum II, transfer requests are allowed and must be reviewed by the Advisory 
Panels and the Horseshoe Crab Technical Committee.  Comments were reviewed and 
summarized for the Board by the Plan Review Team (Supplemental Materials). 

Presentations 
• Review of transfer request and Plan Review Team summary of comments by D. Chesky. 
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Board actions for consideration at this meeting 
• Consider approval of transfer request. 

 

6. Fishery Management Plan Review (11:15-11:25 a.m.)  Action 
Background 
• State compliance reports were due March 1, 2012 (Briefing CD). 
• The Plan Review Team reviewed the state compliance reports and compiled the Annual 

Fishery Management Plan Review and State Compliance Report Summary 
(Supplemental materials). 

Presentations 
• Overview of the Fishery Management Plan Review and State Compliance Report 

Summary by D. Chesky. 
Board actions for consideration at this meeting 
• Approve 2012 Fishery Management Plan Review, State Compliance Report Summary, 

and requests for de minimis. 
 

7. Horseshoe Crab Technical Committee Report (11:25-11:40 a.m.)  Action 
Background 
• The Horseshoe Crab Tagging Program, coordinated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 

has grown beyond the budget and staff resources able to support it, especially with a 
decreasing budget. 

• The Horseshoe Crab Technical Committee met on April 3, 2012 in Baltimore, Maryland 
to formalize a protocol for the tagging program cooperators (Supplemental materials). 

• The Technical Committee also discussed concerns with implementation of the ARM 
Framework and the impacts on fisheries and populations outside of Delaware Bay. 

Presentations 
• Technical Committee report and recommendations by D. Chesky. 

Board actions for consideration at this meeting 
• Task the Horseshoe Crab Technical Committee and Stock Assessment Subcommittee with 

completing a quick status update of indicators from along the coast. 
 

8. Update on ARM Framework Implementation Schedule (11:40-11:45 a.m.)  Action 
Background 
• The Horseshoe Crab Management Board approved implementation of the ARM 

Framework for management in Delaware Bay at its February 2012 meeting as part of 
Addendum VII. 

• The proposed schedule within the Addendum suggested review of data and bringing 
recommendations to the Board for the Summer meeting; however, this schedule will not 
accommodate incorporation of the necessary shorebird data and quality assurance and 
control procedures.  

• The Delaware Bay Ecosystem Technical Committee discussed the schedule and 
concluded that presentation of recommendations to the Board at the annual meeting would 
allow sufficient time for states to implement the Board’s decision. 

Presentations 
• Update on schedule for ARM Framework Implementation by D. Chesky. 

Board actions for consideration at this meeting 
• None. 

 
9. Other Business/Adjourn 
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