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Goals
•To fill in an information gap in Maine 
and New Hampshire inshore watersand New Hampshire inshore waters 

•To create a long‐term fisheries‐
i d d d bindependent database

•To contribute to the interpretation of 
trends and patterns seen in other 
fisheries studies

•To foster collaborative research between 
scientists and the fishing industryscientists and the fishing industry





20132013

• Spring Survey: Portsmouth, NH on May 6,Spring Survey: Portsmouth, NH on May 6, 
2013 through June 7, 2013, off Cutler, ME. 

• 25 days, 113 tows completed, 97% of 10025 days, 113 tows completed, 97% of 100 
random stations; 16 fixed.

• Fall Survey: Portsmouth, NH on SeptemberFall Survey: Portsmouth, NH on September 
23, 2013 through October 25, 2013, off 
Cutler, ME. 

• 25 days, 96 tows completed, 85% of random; 
11 fixed. 



Temperatures



S i L th
Sex and 

M t it Ot lith Food 

Number of Biological Samples Spring 2013

Species Lengths Maturity 
Stage

Otoliths ood
Habits

American plaice 1948 447 320 NA
Atl ti d 32 26 25 NA

Bi l i l

Atlantic cod 32 26 25 NA
Haddock 183 130 70 NA
Winter flounder 2796 762 420 NA
Y ll t il fl d 529 233 NA NABiological

Samples

Yellowtail flounder 529 233 NA NA

N mber of Biological Samples Fall 2013

Species Lengths
Sex and 

Maturity 
Stage

Otoliths Food 
Habits

Number of Biological Samples Fall 2013

Stage
Atlantic cod 12 11 11 NA
Haddock 1357 233 125 NA
Monkfish 79 66 NA 66Monkfish 79 66 NA 66
Witch flounder 250 190 130 NA
White hake 1090 443 260 NA
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Catch at Length for Lobster – Selected Size Categories – Carapace Length









Spring 2013 Spiny Dogfish Lengths
All i di id l  All individuals 
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ME­NH Inshore Trawl Survey Data Uses
 WINTER FLOUNDER – 2009 and 2012 GARM III updates, 2011 stock assessment 

( ) i(SARC 52), 2014 ASMFC FMP review.
 AMERICAN LOBSTER – ASMFC stock assessments, 2009 and 2014.
 HADDOCK – GARM III updates in 2009 and 2012 and upcoming assessment (SARC 

59).)
 NORTHERN SHRIMP – fishing season advice since 2005, stock assessment 2014 

(SARC 58).
 BUTTERFISH – abundance data for setting ACL to MAFMC in 2013, stock 

assessment in 2014 (SARC 58)assessment in 2014 (SARC 58).
 WHITE HAKE – GARM III updates in 2009 and 2012, stock assessment in 2012 (SARC 

56).
 ATLANTIC COD ‐ 2011 and 2012 GOM cod stock assessment review (SARC 53 & 55), 

2009 and 2012 GARM III pdates2009 and 2012 GARM III updates.
 SILVER HAKE, RED HAKE, AND LOLIGO SQUID  assessments (SARC 51) in 2010
 MONKFISH – stock assessments (SARC 50) in 2010.
 POLLOCK – stock assessment (SARC 50) in 2010, GARM III updates 2012. POLLOCK  stock assessment (SARC 50) in 2010, GARM III updates 2012.
 ACADIAN REDFISH, YELLOWTAIL FLOUNDER, WITCH FLOUNDER, ATLANTIC 

HALIBUT, WINDOWPANE FLOUNDER, AND AMERICAN PLAICE in 2009 and 2012 for 
GARM III updates

 ATLANTIC HERRING – quota advice since 2003 stock assessment 2012 (SARC 54) ATLANTIC HERRING – quota advice since 2003, stock assessment 2012 (SARC 54)
 AMERICAN SHAD AND RIVER HERRING ‐ 2006 ‐ ASMFC technical committee for 

management plan review.
 SEA SCALLOP ‐Maine area management measures in 2008 and 2012/13.
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Survey Timingy g

No changes in protocol in 2013.
The 2013 surveys were conducted within the historical range of dates.



2013 Spring Survey

100 stations were completed. All 
100 stations are considered 
representative and acceptable forrepresentative and acceptable for 
assessment of all species.  

One assigned station not 
completed in each of three stratacompleted in each of three strata 
(11, 16, and 25). 



2013 Fall Survey

98 completed stations are 
considered acceptable for 
assessment of all species. 2 
t ti t d f istations are accepted for spiny 

dogfish only. 

Five of six sites in southern portion p
of Massachusetts Bay could not be 
surveyed due to lobster gear at 
advertised sites. 

Three assigned stations were not 
completed successfully;  one each 
in strata 16, 32, and 34. 



Observed Bottom Temperatures – Spring SurveyObse ed otto e pe atu es Sp g Su ey

The mean bottom temperatures 
observed on the 2013 spring were 
above the median in all regions.  



Observed Bottom Temperatures – Fall SurveyObserved Bottom Temperatures Fall Survey

The fall 2013 mean bottom temperature observations 
were within the timeseries range in all regions.



Regional Trends in Aggregate BiomassRegional Trends in Aggregate Biomass



Regional Trends in Aggregate BiomassRegional Trends in Aggregate Biomass



Indices 1978 – 2013Indices 1978 2013.



SNE Winter FlounderSNE Winter Flounder 



Windowpane flounder – SNEWindowpane flounder SNE



Atlantic CodAtlantic Cod



Little Skate – SNELittle Skate SNE 



Ocean PoutOcean Pout



TautogTautog



Winter Flounder - GOMWinter Flounder GOM



Summer FlounderSummer Flounder



Black Sea BassBlack Sea Bass



Bay AnchovyBay Anchovy



Lady CrabLady Crab



Smooth Dogfish PupsSmooth Dogfish Pups



American Lobster - GOMAmerican Lobster GOM



HaddockHaddock



Range expansions observed in the spring survey.a ge e pa s o s obse ed t e sp g su ey

M B /I i h BMass. Bay/Ipswich BayMass. Bay/Ipswich Bay Mass. Bay/Ipswich Bay



Range expansions observed in the fall survey.a ge e pa s o s obse ed t e a su ey

Cape Cod Bay

Mass. Bay/Ipswich Bay



First encounters on 2013 fall surveyFirst encounters on 2013 fall survey.

Ph t dit Fl id Fi h d Wildlif C tiPhoto credit:  Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC)



Any questions?

























Event
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

MAFMC Announces RSA Priorities
VIMS Submits Proposal

Prior Year (e.g. 2013) Sampling Year (e.g. 2014) Following Year (e.g. 2015)Event
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

MAFMC Announces RSA Priorities
VIMS Submits Proposal

Prior Year (e.g. 2013) Sampling Year (e.g. 2014) Following Year (e.g. 2015)

VIMS Submits Proposal
MAFMC Accepts Proposal
VIMS & NEFSC Negotiate Allocations
VIMS & NEFSC Conclude Contract
NFI Auction
Spring Cruise

VIMS Submits Proposal
MAFMC Accepts Proposal
VIMS & NEFSC Negotiate Allocations
VIMS & NEFSC Conclude Contract
NFI Auction
Spring Cruisep g
Fall Cruise
RSA Fishing
Analyses / Reports

p g
Fall Cruise
RSA Fishing
Analyses / Reports
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