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Status of Fishery: GOM

GOM Winter Flounder Landings 
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Status of Fishery: SNE/MA
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SNE/MA Winter Flounder Landings
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Status of Management for FY 2012

• Amendment 1 (2005)Amendment 1 (2005)
• Addendum I to Amendment 1 (2009)
• Addendum II (2012)
• Addendum III (implemented for 2013 FY)dde du ( p e e ted o 0 3 )



Management Measures:
C i lCommercial 

• Gulf of MaineGulf of Maine
 500‐lb trip limit for non‐federal permits
 12” size limit 12  size limit
 Minimum 6.5” square or diamond mesh in 

cod‐endcod‐end
 Maintain seasonal closures

 Plan Review Team (PRT) found states’ Plan Review Team (PRT) found states’ 
management programs consistent with 
FMPFMP.



Management Measures:
C i l

• Southern New England/ Mid‐Atlantic

Commercial 
Southern New England/ Mid Atlantic
 50‐lb or 38 fish possession limit for non‐federal 

permitsp
 12” size limit
 Minimum 6.5” square or diamond mesh in cod‐Minimum 6.5  square or diamond mesh in cod

end
 100‐lb “mesh trigger”gg

PRT found that states’ management programs 
i i hwere consistent with FMP.



Management Measures:
R ti l

• Gulf of Maine

Recreational 
Gulf of Maine
 12” minimum size limit
 8 fish creel limit 8 fish creel limit

• Southern New England/ Mid‐Atlantic
 2 fi h b li it 2 fish bag limit
 60‐day open season
 20 d l d d i M h A il 20 days closed during March‐April

States’ management programs  were 
i i h FMPconsistent with FMP.



Monitoring & Research

• Plan‐specific requirements:• Plan‐specific requirements:

– Annual Juvenile recruitment
 MA, NY, RI, and DE

S i t k bi– Spawning stock biomass
 MA, RI, CT, and NJ

 States’ management programs were 
i t t ith FMPconsistent with FMP.



Request for De minimis Status

• Amendment 1Amendment 1
– Criteria: 3 year‐average commercial or 

recreational landings is less than 1% ofrecreational landings is less than 1% of 
coastwide landings

• Delaware requests de minimis status• Delaware requests de minimis status
– PDT recommends granting de minimis 

status to Delawarestatus to Delaware
• Commercial landings = 0%
• Recreational landings = 0%• Recreational landings = 0%



Winter Flounder 
T h i l C itt R tTechnical Committee Report
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Gulf of Maine
Maine and New Hampshire



Gulf of Maine
Massachusetts



Gulf of Maine
Conclusion:

The GOM population is not recovering 
based on the adult indices from MA, ,
ME, and NH.



Southern New England/Mid‐Atlantic
Adult abundance indices: MA



Southern New England/Mid‐Atlantic

CPUE of Winter Flounder from RIDFW Fyke Net and Seine Survey in 
Point Judith Pond

Adult abundance indices: RI, CT
Point Judith Pond

25 00
30.00
35.00
40.00
45.00
50.00

fis
h/

ha
ul

)

Fyke

0.00
5.00

10.00
15.00
20.00
25.00

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Year

CP
UE

 (f CPS

Year



Southern New England/Mid‐Atlantic
Adult abundance indices: NY, NJ   
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Southern New England/Mid‐Atlantic
Juvenile abundance indices: MA, RI, CT, NY

CPUE of Winter Flounder from RIDFW Trawl and Seine Surveys
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Southern New England/Mid‐Atlantic

Conclusion:

The SNE/MA population is not 
recovering based on the adult and g
juvenile abundance and biomass indices 
fromMA RI CT NY and NJfrom MA, RI, CT, NY, and NJ.



Winter Flounder Specifications 
f th 2014 Fi hi Yfor the 2014 Fishing Year
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NEFMC Draft Framework 51
GOM Winter Flounder Specifications, in Metric Tons

T t l St t W t
Year OFL ABC

Total
ACL

State‐Water
Sub‐Component

2014 1 458 3 598 1 040 2722014 1,458 3,598 1,040 272
2015
2016



NEFMC Draft Framework 51
SNE/MA Winter Flounder Specifications, in mt

T t l St t W t
Year OFL ABC

Total
ACL

State‐Water
Sub‐Component

2014 3 372 1 676 1 612 2352014 3,372 1,676 1,612 235
2015 4,439 1,676 1,612 235
2016



2014 Specifications

• Commercial measures that could be 
adj sted thro h Board actionadjusted through Board action:
– Trip limits    
– Size limits
S– Season



2014 Specifications

• Recreational measures that could be 
adj sted thro h Board actionadjusted through Board action:
– Size limits
– Bag limits
S– Season



Consider 2014 Specifications



Current Management Measures:
C i l

• Gulf of Maine

Commercial

• Gulf of Maine
 500‐lb trip limit for non‐federal permits
 ” 12” size limit
Minimum 6.5” square or diamond mesh in 

cod‐end
Maintain seasonal closures



Current Management Measures:
C i l

• Southern New England/ Mid‐Atlantic

Commercial

• Southern New England/ Mid‐Atlantic
 50‐lb or 38 fish possession limit for non‐

f d l itfederal permits
 12” size limit
Minimum 6.5” square or diamond mesh in 

cod‐end
 100‐lb “mesh trigger”



Current Management Measures:
R ti l

• Gulf of Maine

Recreational

• Gulf of Maine
12” minimum size limit
 f8 fish creel limit

• Southern New England/ Mid‐Atlantic
2 fish bag limit
 60‐day open season 60 day open season
 20 days closed during March‐April
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