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ASMFC American Lobster Board Initiates Addendum to Jonah Crab FMP
Draft Addendum to Consider Changes to Non-trap Bycatch Limit

St. Augustine, FL — The Commission’s American
Lobster Management Board initiated Addendum |
to the Jonah Crab Fishery Management Plan
(FMP) to consider changes the incidental bycatch
limit for non-trap gear. The FMP currently
prescribes a 200 crabs per calendar day/500
crabs per trip incidental bycatch limit; however,
concerns were expressed over the
appropriateness of these limits. Data submitted
by the New England Fishery Management Council
and NOAA Fisheries illustrated while 97-99% of
trips from 2010 through 2014 have been within
the current limit, there were a number of trips
above the limit. Furthermore, current bycatch
landings are sufficiently low, accounting for
approximately 1% of total landings.
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Given a goal of the Jonah Crab FMP is to prevent expansion of the fishery while including all current
participants, the Board has initiated an addendum to consider altering the incidental bycatch limit with
options to increase the limit to 1000 crabs per trip or eliminate the bycatch limit for non-trap gear. Draft
Addendum | will be presented to the Board in February. If approved, the Board would release the Draft
Addendum for public comment and will consider final approval of the addendum at the Commission’s
Spring Meeting in May. For more information, please contact Megan Ware, FMP Coordinator, at
mware@asmfc.org or 703.842.0740.
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The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission was formed by the 15 Atlantic coastal states in 1942 for the promotion and
protection of coastal fishery resources. The Commission serves as a deliberative body of the Atlantic coastal states, coordinating
the conservation and management of nearshore fishery resources, including marine, shell and anadromous species.
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