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ASMFC Coastal Sharks Board Approves Smooth Dogfish
Draft Addendum for Public Comment

Alexandria, VA — The Commission’s Coastal Sharks Management Board approved Draft Addendum IV to the
Interstate Fishery Management Plan (FMP) for Coastal Sharks for public comment. The purpose of the Draft
Addendum is to maintain consistency between federal and state FMPs, where possible, and to better
incorporate into state regulations the intent of the limited fins-attached exception for smooth dogfish in
the Shark Conservation Act of 2010.

Under current regulations, commercial fishermen with only a state commercial fishing license can land
smooth dogfish with corresponding fins removed from the carcass. The Draft Addendum proposes
amending the FMP to allow smooth dogfish carcasses to be landed with corresponding fins removed from
the carcass as long as the total retained catch (all species), by weight, is composed of at least 25 percent
smooth dogfish. This option is consistent with the federal catch composition requirement, which was
included in NOAA Fisheries’ final rule for Amendment 9.

It is anticipated some states will hold public hearings on Draft Addendum IV; a subsequent press release
on the public hearing schedule and Draft Addendum availability will be distributed once state hearings
have been scheduled. For more information, please contact Ashton Harp, Fishery Management Plan
Coordinator, at 703.842.0740 or aharp@asmfc.org.
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The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission was formed by the 15 Atlantic coastal states in 1942 for the promotion and
protection of coastal fishery resources. The Commission serves as a deliberative body of the Atlantic coastal states, coordinating
the conservation and management of nearshore fishery resources, including marine, shell and diadromous species.
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