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ME, NJ, and VA Atlantic Menhaden Harvester and Dealer Survey
Participants Sought for Socioeconomic Study

Arlington, VA — The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission awarded funding to a research team
headed by Dr. John Whitehead of Appalachian State University and Dr. Jane Harrison from North Carolina
Sea Grant to conduct a socioeconomic study of Atlantic menhaden commercial fisheries. The study is
intended to characterize the coastwide commercial fisheries, including bait and reduction sectors and the
fishing communities they support.

The principal investigators have sent survey announcements to fishermen and bait dealers in Maine, New
Jersey, and Virginia. Virginia fishery participants will receive postcards announcing the surveys while Maine
and New Jersey participants will receive an email announcement. Reminders will be sent throughout
August and early September. Participation in this survey is highly encouraged, as the data from this study
will be used in the development of Draft Amendment 3 to the Atlantic Menhaden Fishery Management
Plan in 2017 and subsequent management decisions. The deadline for responding to this survey is
September 15.

The full proposal can be found at http://bit.ly/2bG4TOT. For more information, please contact Dr. Jane
Harrison, North Carolina Sea Grant, at jane harrison@ncsu.edu or 919.513.0122.
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The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission was formed by the 15 Atlantic coastal states in 1942 for the promotion and
protection of coastal fishery resources. The Commission serves as a deliberative body of the Atlantic coastal states, coordinating
the conservation and management of nearshore fishery resources, including marine, shell and anadromous species.
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