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ASMFC Atlantic Menhaden Management Board to Meet
November 13" & 14" to Consider Approval of Amendment 3
and Set 2018 Specifications

Arlington, VA — The Commission’s Atlantic Menhaden Management Board will meet November 13-14,
2017 to consider approval of Amendment 3 to the Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic
Menhaden and set specifications for the 2018 fishing season. The meeting, which is scheduled to begin
at 1 PM on the 13" and end at 5 PM on the 14™, will take place at BWI Marriot, 1743 West Nursery Road,
Linthicum, Maryland.

Draft Amendment 3, which is currently out for public comment, seeks to manage the menhaden
resource in a way that balances menhaden’s ecological role as a prey species with the needs of all user
groups. To this end, the Draft Amendment considers the use of ecosystem reference points (ERPs) to
manage the resource and changes to the allocation method. In addition, it presents a suite of
management options for quota transfers, quota rollovers, incidental catch, the episodic events set aside
program, and the Chesapeake Bay reduction fishery cap.

Specifications for the 2018 fishery will occur following Board approval of the Amendment. The
Commission’s Business Session will meet immediately following the conclusion of the Atlantic
Menhaden Board meeting to consider final approval of the Amendment.

The meeting will be live-streamed via webinar; the details of which will be released at a later date. For
more information, please contact Megan Ware, Fishery Management Plan Coordinator, at
mware@asmfc.org or 703.842.0740.
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The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission was formed by the 15 Atlantic coastal states in 1942 for the promotion and
protection of coastal fishery resources. The Commission serves as a deliberative body of the Atlantic coastal states, coordinating
the conservation and management of nearshore fishery resources, including marine, shell and diadromous species.
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