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ASMFC Withdraws the Commonwealth of Virginia’s
Atlantic Menhaden Noncompliance Finding

Arlington, VA — Today, the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission notified the Secretary of
Commerce that the Commonwealth of Virginia is in compliance with Amendment 3 to the Interstate
Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Menhaden. Specifically, the Commonwealth has promulgated
regulations to implement the 51,000 metric ton (mt) Chesapeake Bay reduction fishery cap (cap). For the
2020 fishing season, the Commonwealth set the cap at approximately 36,000 mt, nearly 15,000 mt
below Amendment 3’s cap to reflect overages that occurred in 2019. The Virginia Marine Resources
Commission, which now has regulatory authority for menhaden management in state waters, will set the
cap at 51,000 mt in 2021 as long as catch is below the cap set in 2020.

“1 would like to thank my fellow Virginia Commissioners, Governor Northam, Secretary Strickler, the
Virginia General Assembly, and the Virginia Marine Resources Commission for their attention to this
issue,” stated Patrick Keliher, ASMFC Chair and Commissioner of the Maine Department of Marine
Resources. "We are appreciative of their hard work to bring the Commonwealth back into compliance
prior to the effective date of the moratorium.”

Under the Atlantic Coastal Fisheries Cooperative Management Act, upon receiving notification that a
state has come back into compliance with a mandatory management measure, the Secretary of
Commerce determines whether the state is in compliance. If he concurs with the Commission’s
compliance finding, the moratorium is terminated immediately.
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The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission was formed by the 15 Atlantic coastal states in 1942 for the promotion and
protection of coastal fishery resources. The Commission serves as a deliberative body of the Atlantic coastal states, coordinating
the conservation and management of nearshore fishery resources, including marine, shell and diadromous species.
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